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NHK SELECTS EUTELSAT FOR HDTV COVERAGE OF THE TURIN  WINTER

OLYMPIC GAMES

Eutelsat’s ATLANTIC BIRD™ 3 satellite to connect Ol ympic sites in Turin with

programme production centres of NHK, Japan’s nation al public broadcaster

and pioneer in HDTV

Paris, 18 July 2005:

Eutelsat and NHK, Japan’s national public broadcaster today announced the

signature of a contract for a full transponder on the ATLANTIC BIRD™ 3 satellite for

the duration of February 2006. The capacity will be used by NHK to carry HDTV

coverage of the Winter Olympic Games, which will take place in Turin, Italy from 10

to 26 February.

The satellite link will provide a permanent, fully secure means of communication

between NHK production units filming in HDTV at Olympic venues and the

broadcaster’s programme units located in Paris and at the International Broadcasting

Centre (IBC) in Turin’s Olympic Village.

As Japan’s leading broadcaster and the first in the world to demonstrate HDTV, in

1964, NHK serves a total audience of 40 million TV households, of which more than

eight million are already equipped to receive HDTV by satellite. Since December

2003, NHK has also been distributing HDTV programming to its terrestrial channels,

including general and educational channels.

Eutelsat has allotted a full 36 MHz Ku-band transponder to NHK to ensure optimum

response to the specific requirements of HDTV coverage of the Games. This

includes power and frequencies best suited for newsgathering (14.00-14.50 GHz) as

they enable production vehicles to use equipment that can be quickly and easily

deployed, with automatic pointing of 1.20 metre antennas.

Commenting on the contract, Eiichi Kashino, Senior Producer of NHK News said:

“High-definition has been one of the main vectors for the development and identity of

our group for more than 40 years, and the Olympic Games are a very special

opportunity for us to show our viewers what this developing technology can offer.

Covering a sports event of this scale implies a need to be in the right place at the

right time in order to share real-time the emotion of the moment with our community



of viewers. To meet this challenge, Eutelsat will work with us on a daily basis to

secure the best conditions at Turin 2006 in terms of quality, security and speed of

reaction so that HDTV images can be delivered to our studios the moment they are

filmed.”

Olivier Milliès-Lacroix, Eutelsat’s Commercial Director said: ”Within the overall activity

of video applications, which account for 70 per cent of our revenues, coverage of

Olympic events by our broadcasting clients is an activity which calls for the best

technology and expertise. Eutelsat is particularly proud to have been chosen to carry

HDTV images produced by NHK to its production centres - all the more so because

we are fully committed to supporting the development of HDTV in Europe and across

the world.”

About NHK
NHK, or Japan Broadcasting Corporation, is Japanese sole public broadcaster that currently
produces and distributes programming across the world, and a pioneer of HDTV technology
since 1964 when NHK started to research and to develop HD. It operates two terrestrial
television services, NHK General TV(96% of Digital GTV would be in HD 2005) and NHK
Educational TV(42% of Digital ETV would be in HD 2005), three satellite services, NHK BS-1,
NHK BS-2 and NHK Hi-Vision (100% HD) and three radio networks, NHK Radio 1, NHK
Radio 2 and NHK FM. NHK For people overseas it also broadcasts NHK World TV, NHK
World Premium and NHK World Radio. Now NHK has been conducting research on more
advanced technology such as “Super-HD” an ultra-High-Definition widescreen system with 16
times better picture resolution than HD.
www.nhk.or.jp

About Eutelsat
With capacity commercialised on 23 satellites that provide coverage over the entire European
continent, as well as the Middle East, Africa, India and significant parts of Asia and the
Americas, Eutelsat is one of the world's three leading satellite operators in terms of revenues.
Its satellites are used for broadcasting more than 1,600 television and 800 radio stations to
120 million cable and satellite homes. They also serve requirements for TV contribution
services, corporate networks, mobile positioning and communications, Internet backbone
connectivity and broadband access for terrestrial, maritime and in-flight applications.
Eutelsat's broadband subsidiary Skylogic markets and operates services through multimedia
platforms in France and Italy that serve enterprises, local communities, government agencies
and aid organisations in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Americas. Headquartered in Paris, and
with staff of 450 commercial, technical and operational experts from 25 countries, Eutelsat
generated turnover of €760 million for the 2003/2004 financial year.
www.eutelsat.com
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